How smart card technology can
turn a driver’s license into a Real ID

OVERVIEW

@ In May 2005, Congress passed the Real ID Act. It says by 2008, drivers’ licenses will
have to be a “real ID,” meeting federally approved standards.

@ Before receiving a Real ID from a state motor vehicle agency, the identity documents
presented by drivers will be more rigorously checked. This is called proofing.

® New security technology such as smart cards will be used so that Real IDs cannot be
counterfeited.

@ Eventually, a Real ID will be required for everything from opening a bank account
to boarding an airplane...

THE SOLUTION IN ACTION

A passenger arrives at airport security:

@ To verify the passenger’s identity, an airport security
worker inserts the passenger’s license into a reader.

@ He can then see that the the passenger’s
face (@), the image on the reader (b) , and the
photo on the license (©) are all the same.

\

A smart card is a )

little computer
with hundreds of
built-in security
features.

It can be easily
programmed to

9 The data on the reader also
verifies that the license was
issued by a legitimate authority,
and that it has not been altered.

@ The passenger’s privacy is

; o protected because this
contain sensitive transaction is securely verified
personal on the spot, not transmitted
information such g over a network or stored

as date of birth as well as biometric in a database.

data such as a digital photo.
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